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232 Tezas Historical Asociation Quarterly.

EXPLANATION T0 THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE AF-
FAIRS OF TEXAS, BY CITIZEN STEPHEN
F. AUSTIN.

Translation.
RTHRL AVIRY RATHER,

Political disturbances always offer pretexis for sbsurd and false

ramors. Thas, during the past year the newspapers have given us

the most alarming impreseions, founded only upan hearsay or upon
the false or imperfect understanding of facts in whose interpreta-

‘Such are the rumors epread abroad during the courso of o years
to the effect that the people of Texaa have attompted and desire
separation from the Mexican republi, that they have disobeyed the
government, that they do ot wish t abiding, and other
imputations with whose falsity the supreme government of the

“This artile i & translation of a pamphlet esued from the pr

fhe peragraphine, exeept i
sopesloc, s e lcngof Bagah words, bovrer, rs the e s
e originl

cknowledgmenta aro dus o Miss Lilia M. Oast, Dr. Georgo P. Gar-
it et D et B, Btion s varoa bt sggeons il o
retions —Fpum, Zrviex Ras
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tion and that of the state of Coahuila and Texas aro well scquainted.
‘But the public, which has not had the requisite information, can not
‘understand the origin of these calumniea or the appesrancos

‘which they havo emanated ; consequently, it is an act of justice, do-
‘manded by the cirenmstances, that it shovl be explained to th peo-
ple, as well for their own satisfaction—sinco the Mexican populace
‘as the right to be correcily informed concerning everything that
bears relation to the common intarest—as for the vindication of the

tizens,
ch they deserve and ought to eujoy, as Mexicans who have never
Goiatd i the lighst fom (el owgatons.
For tho proper undorstanding o tho affairs of Texas & glance is
necessary at the geographical and political situation of the country,

at the character and occupations of ts inhabitants, and at s pro-
ductions, in order, in view of these premiscs, to answer the funds-
‘mental question, What are the true intrest of Teras?

That district wes . distinct and soparate provinco under the Span-
ish govarnment, and, as such, it waa a participant in the war for
independence, was represented in the constituent congress, aad was
provisionally united to Coabuila by the law of May 7, 1624, to form
thnsate of ol 0d T, 1t exclivly agiutardl s
inbabitants are tiller of the soil, and possess the virtues of in-
o, s o chaast o i et v
erty azd of prompt and wholesome administration of justice, which
usually animate this important class in all enlightened countri
With their arms they have conquered thoso lands, warring inces-
santly against the savage Indian; with their plows they have made
the et Qnppss; e thy o bl enterring

The chief products of Texas are cotion, corn, beans, indigo, to-
o o g s iy b o1 W 8 s

‘and along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, which borders Texas from
the Sabine river to the Nueces. There are ports adequate to ac-
commodate, and abundant timber for the construction of, medium
sizod vessels.
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Every ane who has any knowledge in regerd to the commerce of
know that the Mexican markets aze the best in the
world for the products of Texas. Ginned cotton s worth seven
or cight pesost an arroba? in Mexico, Pucbla, San Luis, ete., while
in the United States of America and in Fr worth from
mo o tour pes. o i th gt of Matamerc, Tanpic, Vers
Crus, and Gampeche is worth from four to six pesos & fanego,* ant

came in New Orloans; in the Mexican ports Lard is worth from one
to two reales o pound, while in New Orlcans and other parts of the
North [North America] i is worth s half raa at best, and the same
proportion holds true with reference o all tho products of Texas.

In rogard to exportation to foreign countries it is very evident
that it can be carried on under the Mexican flag as easily as wnder
that of any ofher nation whatever. The Texans would reccive from
foreigners merchandize in exchange for their products, while from
their Mexican felow-itizens they recive gold and silvar.

The farmers of Texas believe that in agricultural products they
can compete with the landowners and agriculturists of the south-
ern part of the republic on the const of the Gulf of Mexico, because
tho habits of the Texans and their practical experienco in the differ-
ent branches of agriculture ought, for many yeers at least, to offet
tho advantage that, the others have in the natural fertility of lands,
tho milldness of climate, and the nearess to market. Consequently
they think that they can, in general, eell their products in the ports
of the Guf at » lower price than those of the same grade from the
Raciendas® of other Gstrita aro sold.

om thia competition will always resul » national beneft, since
it will greatly hasten the advancement and the true aggrandizement

spproved Jumo 25,
der st fa face value in the
enc,

“Th arroba is a measuro of weight equiralent to twentyve pounds.
“The fanaga in & measure of capacity oquivalent to about. tty-five
Tters,
“The rea in oneeighth of & pese
“This might be froly translntd, couniry catates.
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and. independence of the republi, or it will increase indusiry and
agriculture in al sections, particularly as to those products adapted
for

At the present time the exporis of the republic are educd to Lt
more then gold and silver, whenco it follows that the Mexieans aro
tho miners for other nations. Let such . state of aflairs chango;
Tetthe imporis be paid for with agricultural producis such as sugor,
cotton, indigo, cocos, ete.; let mining unite with fourishing agri-
culture, and in & few years Mexico will present an interesting pic-
ture of wealth and prosperity hitherto unknown to the world.

Commerco by land fzom the ports of Texas to the inerior of the
republic presents advantages almost equal Lo tho coast trade, since
that country is level and vry well adapted for highways to Mon-
clova and the ofher towna of Coaluil, to FI Paso dol Norte in the
stato of Chikuahua, and o Now Mexico. It is worthy of note that

i 1 2

Mexico and Chihushua from Missouri acrose more than four hun-
ared Ioagues of dosert. This commerco from Missouri is entirely
outside the course which the geopraphical situation of the country
and nature itself hos marked out; the ports of Texas wero evi-
dently designed for it. Thero is no diffcalty in opening highways
from Texas to the state of Chihushus and to New Mexico, whose
lebgth would not be half the actual distance over which merchandize

interior at less cost then [i£ brought by the ofher route] from Mis-
o o st of G rdneion of e ke o 1 erpnns
of transportat would attract settlers to the vast uninhabited
it o the interior, becauso of the advantage of cstablishing
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RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS BY THE
UNITED STATES:

TBrmes Zrviey Ravar.
THE MOVEMENT FOR INDEFENDENCE.

When Texas in the fall of 1635 found. hersel at war with Mex-
ieo, her first step, after putting the country in  state of defense,
to cast about for aid. Two alicrnatives were presented o her:

che might cither ally hersel with the Mexican Liberals, who wero
also in rebalion aguinst the centralized govornment of Senta
A s ikt docir i, el 15 1 il
States for ‘What she did wes o experi-

ity in

et ful

Py s 1-.;;. ot SRk Collge, o vaaabi ggeanons
pemsatle

B Zivsy Rasm,
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‘ment with cach courso in turn; and the revolution falla thus into
two_ phases—irst, an efort. to restore tho “republican principles”
ot conttution which e Anns had averthrown; sondly,
& strugglo for independenca.  Some emphasis has been nid upon
the conscentionaness of the Texan colonsts during the fist period
in adhering to their obligations to Mexico and the reluctance with
which they finally threw off alloginnce to their adopted country.
Tt is no doubt true that, rather then engage in @ war whose issue
was at best doubtful, the majority of the calonists would have
preferred to continue the ald relationship with Mexico under the

tracing tho rolations between Texas and the United States at thia
time, one s foreed to question whether the Texan leaders were as
sincere during the first months of the revolution in (heir loyalty
o the consttution of 1824 as they were later on in the acknowl-
edged war for independence; whether more confidence cither in
their own strengéh or in help from without might not have led
earlier to an wnqualificd declaration of independence, Tn the fall
of 1835, howerer, they felt that help from some quarter must be
fortheoming—that alone they were incapable of reisting the forces
that had already suppressed similae uprisings in other provinces
throaghout, Mesico

The Consultation at San Felipe, which was called partly for the
purpose of determining what couree to pursue, docided, November
6, against a declaration of independence by a vote of thrty-three to

port defining the position in which

Texas stood was brought in by a committeo appointed for the pur-
pose, and unanimously adopted. Tt stated that:

Whrey, Gonerl Antoic Topes de Sunta Arms, and ofher
ilary aiefaing, bave, b foce of g, vetheows.the foer
= feope Mem, and dxmlved tho wial compach yhich e
m.d betwoen Texs and tho othor

ow the gond peole of Tesu, evaliog themseives o7
i atare Fights

SOLEMNTY DROLARE

Ist. That they havo taken wp arms i defenco of their rights
and liberties, which wero threatened. by the encroachments of mi






Recognition of the Republic of Teans by the U. 5. 157

stary dospots, and in defenco of the ropublican principles of the
fedeal sonfion of Mere,of cigioe and vty tourt
3. That Texas is o longer morally or civily bo
nion; yor, stmniased by ha geneosty and lvmpllhy
‘eople, they offe their support and as
of Abe_)lulun ey s v 5

e i e o b
of the nominal Menun republic have the right fo govern within
the iy of T

it m., il net o sy o s st e

um ithin the limits of Texas.
et they bt n o b their ight duing the Gongunize:

Plor Tt fodydaciin  despotem, bo willdraw
 he umion, to emhluh o e  government, o to

such measur doen st calolated fo protest
o rights and o, Tt st oy il contious fathal to
o Morion gorerment o I iy the
and Taws that were Tormed for the gorernment of the
ol mm jon.

6th. That Texas is responsible for the expenso of her armies
now in the feld.

- ot thepol it of Teas e pldged for the payment

of avy debts con

8th.  That she will ke Irvdnunmnl in lands, ol v
e thei srvc n ber preent skuggl, and reeive vt

Thronghont. the rest of this year and the beginming of the next,
the General Council of the prosisional gorernment? remained at
Teast nominally faithful to this decaration, On the other hand
Provisional Governor Smith wae from the fat an axdent advocate
of an immediate declaration of independence; and it is to this

Tho Meccan e, wclled, i Sant Avsa b it over
e modeled gy
5

thrown o
g i) Ster m.m.m Tese,
Gumml, Laus of Tooue,
“One work af organiration of

e S s, o, 167108
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Al of cpiin s ong 1wt gl bt
the govror nd e Comel bas b a

itad of the Council on tie sbjet s 70 doubt partly
gt o ot st e o 0
‘majority of the Texans, known s the conservatives, wero reluctant
to withdraw allegiance from Mexioo—that, in spto of their docls-

plaining at some length that the volunteors had taken vp arms in
defenco of the constitution of 1824, e continued thus:

L have fithtlly lbord tor yersto it Texas pormanently
th There was but one way o

hoc s o i e of permlnenvy or barmony, which
was by admitting Tews into a stato of the Mexican confoder-
ation,

The people of Texas desired it; and if proofs wero wanting (but.

Smith, “The Quarrel Betwoen G and. tho Counsi of the
Provnal Govatument of e m..m, " Ta Quasaai, ¥, 395,
b merated. in (hia article were aa follows: (1)

al; (3) o
5 e

7 was entirly llogeal. 1t stated that

ot
ealy thu:
van eletea st
ments, prodic
sitackol,
i want of

Dcembes 5. 1388, o Tepurh and s Fpitr, Fobr vy 21 1530}
alue In Wosten, 4 Comprehensies History of Tesos, T, 50
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they are ot) of their fdeliy to their obligations s Mexican citi-
seas, this effort to ereot Texas into o stato affords one which is
oncisive to overy man of Judgment wiho knows ayting abont
uatry.
e o ot of the Texuns, thrsor, in wishing o sepuration
il 0 the wresionof his sty o s, var
e o st ek i e

Later on, sk, in explaining th acton aken by the Consltaion
of San Felipe, Austin again s

Tho majority of Texas, so far s an opinion can bo formed fs
et of the poplo at u-m primary motingy s do idadly in
favor of declaring in ‘and wnequivocal terms, for the
tetersl onstitaion of 054" and for tho avpamtion of 4
ez, ifhr 10 & s’ tha Merkoen guafoberaion, o pro-
vinmmlly‘ it the authoiio of tho state of Coabuila wnd Texas
9 necossary to st
ky oy, o it wae Wit it . greament
.e .n owing to ion prisonment of the cxeoutive
A e sontio by o baatonal nteronton of
Hhe mtary powes. Som adividual wero als in favor of inde-
pendence, though o pablic meeting whose proceedings 1 have
acen, expressed 1 oe?

an id

Even William H. Wharton, one of the most radical advocates for
independence, in speaking of the November declaration, said: “T
do not blame the Consultation for their declaration. They were
‘ot empowered and it was ot in the contemplation of those who

to make sny ofher” Morfit, the agent sent out in
the summer of 1836 by President Jackson o examine into the con-
dition of affairs in Texas, also reported, August 2 “The Texans

after Covs invasion] wished to separate from the confederacy, but,

ot 4 Gomrbenio oy of Teme 1, 80255
'AuAtm o Do
eyt

oy (ot i Aatin aper)
kit T dted November 26, and In the socon
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